WHAT TSrT.ATMKD TS: 

1 . An IP-based network installed in a publishing organization and Internet- 
based system comprising: 

a plurality of publisher-operated client computer subsystems connected 
to said IP-based network, for enabling different departments within said 
publishing organization to manage different types of UPN/URL links based on 
the type of information contained within the URL-specified information 
resource on the WWW and within the UPN-specified section of an article of 
print media. 

2. The Internet-based system of claim 1, wherein each said publisher- 
operated computer-based publishing system enables the electronic layout of: 
(i) a Web-based publication having different content and advertising sections 
associated with each Web-page thereof and each such Web-page being located 
on the WWW at a particular URL; and (ii) a print-media based publication 
having different content sections and advertising sections associated with each 
printed-page thereof; wherebetween each such content section and advertising 
section is assigned a Universal Product Number (UPN) which is symbolically 
linked to a particular content or advertising section on the corresponding Web- 
page. 

3. The Internet-based system of claim 1, wherein each said publisher-operated 
computer-based publishing system enables the electronic layout of: (i) a Web- 
based publication having different content and advertising sections associated 
with each Web-page thereof and each such Web-page being located on the 
WWW at a particular URL; and (ii) a print-media based publication having 
different content sections and advertising sections associated with each 
printed-page thereof; wherebetween each such content section and advertising 
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section is assigned ' a Universal Product Number (UPN) which is symbolically 
linked to a particular content or advertising section on the corresponding Web- 
page. 



4. The Internet-based system of claim 3, wherein each said computer-based 
publishing subsystem is capable of automatically generating UPN/URL data link 
tables listing the URLs of each Web page symbolically linked to UPN assigned to 
a corresponding printed media page, and that such UPNAJRL data link tables 
are transportable to a UPN/URL database management subsystem using 
electronic data interchange techniques, thereby enabling consumers (e.g. 
readers) to link from print-media to corresponding Web-based media using the 
UPNs printed on documents. 

5. An Internet-based donsumer product information system for use in a retail 
shopping environment comprising: 

an e-mail server; and 

a plurality of Web-enabled bar code driven consumer product 
information kiosks aeployed within a retail shopping environment, and each 
said Web-enabled /bar code driven consumer product information kiosk 
embodying e-mail/ messaging capabilities which enable consumers to 
automatically save and link CPI-related Web documents as individual 
attachments to a/preformatted e-mail envelope that is transmitted from said 
e-mail server, to Ja remote e-mail address specified by the consumer within said 
retail shopping /environment. 

6. The Internet-based consumer product information system of claim 5, 
wherein said \ preformatted e-mail envelope is addressed with the 
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consumer/shopper's home, office or like e-mail address by either reading an e- 
mail address encoded within a bar code' (or magnetic-stripe) structure or 
manually entering the same within addressee field, and said e-mail 

envelope is transported to its destination by manual selection of a "send 
button within the displayed e-mail envelope. 



7. The Internet-based consumer product information system of claim 5 which 
further comprises 

a central e-mail server /for collecting copies of e-mail documents or 
transmitted from the Web/e-pail enabled kiosks within said retail shopping 
environment. 

8. The Internet-based conj^umer product information system of claim 7, which 
further comprises a relational data base management subsystem (RDBMS) for 
use in analyzing compiling and storing data contained within said central e- 
mail server, and for making such information accessible to retailers and 
manufacturers alike for use in product marketing, sales forecasting, customer 
intelligence, and like/^operations. 

/ 

9. An Internet-based^consumer product information system for use in a retail 
shopping environment, comprising: 

an e-mail server; and 

a plurali^ of Web-enabled bar code driven consumer product 
information kijisks deployed within a retail shopping environment, and each 
said Web-enaoled bar code driven consumer product information kiosk 
embodies e/-mail messaging capabilities which enable consumers to 
automaticalLy save and record the URLs of CPI-related Web documents within 
the messagp field of a preformatted e-mail envelope that is transmitted from 
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said e-mail server, to a remote e-maiy address specified by the consumer within 
said retail shopping environment. 

10. The Internet-based consunier product information system of claim 9, 
wherein said preformatted /e-mail envelope is addressed with the 
consumer/shopper's home, office or like e-mail address by either reading an e- 
mail address encoded within/ a bar code (or magnetic-stripe) structure or 
manually entering the same within the addressee field, and said e-mail 
envelope is transported to /its destination by manual selection of a "send" 
button within the displayed e-mail envelope. 

/ 

11. The Internet-based/ consumer product information system of claim 9 

/ 

which further comprises: 

a central e-mail/ server for collecting copies of e-mail documents (and 
records thereof) transmitted from the Web/e-mail enabled kiosks within said 



retail shopping enyironment. 

/ 

12. The Internet-based consumer product information system of claim 11, 
which further comprises a relation data base management subsystem for use in 
analyzing comp/ling and storing data contained within said central e-mail 
server, and for making such information accessible to retailers and 
manufacturers/ alike for use in product marketing, sales forecasting, customer 
intelligence, /and like operations which enable more effective marketing of 
consumer products and services in both physical and electronic forms of 

0 I 

An Internet-based information system, comprising: 

an IP-based n^/work installed in a retail shopping environment and 
connected to the infrastructure of the Internet by way of an IP-based router; 
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a plurality of publisher-operated client subsystems connected to said 
IP-based network, for the purpose of enabling different departments within the 
publishing organization (e.g. advertising, world news, business, technology, 
sports, finance, education, arts and leisure, etc.) to manage different types of 
UPN/URL links based on the type of information contained within the URL- 
specified information resource on the WWW. 

1^. The Internet-based information system of claim 12, wherein each said 
publisher-operated client subsystem has a publishing software program having 
a composition/editing mode of operation and a UPN/URL data linking mode of 
operation, wherein said computer-based publishing software program 
simultaneously enables the composition and edition a Web-based document 
and corresponding a print-media based document. 

1ft. The Internet-based , information system of claim 13, wherein said 
publishing software program has a split-screen GUI having left-side and right- 
side display frames, wherein the layout of said Web-based document is 
displayed in said left-side display frame of said split-screen GUI, and said 
print-media based document is displayed on said right-side display frame of 
said split-screen GUI. 



1^. The Internet-based information system of claim 13, wherein said 
publishing software program generates, during said UPNAJRL data linking 
mode, a UPN/URL data link table indicating the symbolic links established 
between particular contetit sections within said Web-based document and 
particular content sections* within said print-media based document. 

6. The Internet-based information system of claim 15, wherein said 
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publishing software program supports electronic data interchange 
functionalities for transporting said/ UPNAJRL data link table to a UPNAJRL 
database management subsystem. - 

1^7. The Internet-based information system of claim 14, wherein said left-side 
display frame has a first set jf independent scroll bars, and said right-side 
display frame has a second set of independent scroll bars, thereby facilitating 
alignment of corresponding sections during said composition/editorial mode of 
operation and said UPN/URL data linking mode of operation. 

!^ / 

IS. The Internet-based /information system of claim 14, wherein during said 
UPN/URL data linking riiode of operation, each content section in said Web- 
based document is a/signed a Universal Product Number (UPN) which is 
symbolically linked to/a particular content section in said corresponding Web- 
page located at a specified URL. 

1^. The Internet^Dased information system of claim 14, wherein said Web- 
based document / also includes one or more advertising sections and said 
corresponding print-based document also includes one or more advertising 
sections, and wherein at least one of said content sections in said print-based 
document is assigned a Universal Product Number (UPN) which is symbolically 
linked to a /particular content section on said corresponding Web-based 
document 

i^O. The/ Internet-based information system of claim 19, wherein at least one 
of said advertising sections in said print-based document is assigned a UPN 
which is symbolically linked to a URL in at least one Web-based document 
published on the Internet. 
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^1. The Internet-based information/ system of claim 12 which further 
comprises a network information server on said IP-network for maintaining a 
secure firewall. I 

22. An Internet-based client subsystem for operation by a publisher of print- 
media based documents and Web-based documents, comprising: 
a computing platform; and 

a publishing software program for executing on said computing platform, 
and having a composition/editing mode of operation and a UPNAJRL data 
linking mode of operation, wherein said publishing software program 
simultaneously enables the composition and edition a Web-based document 
and corresponding a print-media based document. 

The Internet-based client subsystem of claim 22, wherein said publishing 
software program has a split-screen GUI having left-side and right-side display 
frames, wherein the layout of said Web-based document is displayed in said 
left-side display frame of said split-screen GUI, and said print-media based 
document is displayed on said right-side display frame of said split-screen GUI. 



2|l-. The Internet-based client subsystem of claim 23, wherein said publishing 
software program generates, during said UPN/URL data linking mode, a 
UPN/URL data link table indicating the symbolic links established between 
particular content sections within said Web-based document and particular 
content sections within said print-media based document. 

25. The Internet-based client subsystem of claim 24, wherein said publishing 

\ \ 

software program s^upports electronic data interchange functionalities for 
transporting said UPN/URL data link table to a UPN/URL database management 
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The Internet-based client jJubsystem of claim 23, wherein said left-side 



display frame has a first set of independent scroll bars, and said right-side 
display frame has a second set/of independent scroll bars, thereby facilitating 
alignment of corresponding sections during said composition/editorial mode of 
operation and said UPN/URL pata linking mode of operation 

"^1, The Internet-based client subsystem of claim 23, wherein during said 
UPN/URL data linking model of operation, each content section in said Web- 
based document is assigned a Universal Product Number (UPN) which is 
symbolically linked to a particular content section in said corresponding Web- 
page located at a specified/ URL. 

218. The Internet-based I client subsystem of claim 23, wherein said Web-based 
document also includes one or more advertising sections and said 
corresponding print-based document also includes one or more advertising 
sections, and wherein least one of said content sections in said print-based 
document is assigned aj Universal Product Number (UPN) which is symbolically 
linked to a particular content section on said corresponding Web-based 
document. 

J' 

2p. The Internet-bjsed client subsystem of claim 28, wherein at least one of 
said advertising sections in said print-based document is assigned a UPN which 
is symbolically linked to a URL in at least one Web-based document published 
on the Internet. 



3|0.' The Interne^t-based information system of claim 22, wherein each said 

publisher-operated client subsystem has a operating system (OS) based 

UPNAJRL data linking functionality having a composition/editing mode of 
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operation and a UPN/URL data linkiAg mode of operation, wherein said OS- 
based based UPN/URL data linking yfunctionality simultaneously enabling the 
composition and edition a Web-bajSed document and corresponding a print- 
media based document. 



31. The Internet-based information system of claim 30, wherein said OS- 

/ 

based based UPN/URL data Hiding functionality enables the simultaneous 
operation of at least first and ^econd content creating/browsing application on 
a common computing platfojm having a GUI, wherein said OS-based based 
UPN/URL data linking funcyonality having a composition/editing mode of 
operation and a UPN/URL data linking mode of operation, wherein said first 
content creating/browsing ^application enables the creation and browsing of a 
Web-based document duning said composition/editing mode of operation. 



whereas said second content creating/browsing application enables the 
creation and browsing / of a print-media based document during said 
composition/editing mode of operation. 



3p. The Internet-based information system of claim 30, wherein during said 
UPN/URL data linking/ mode of operation, symbolic links can be established 
between particular yontent sections within said Web-based document and 
particular content sections within said print-media based document 

3^3. The Internet-based information system of claim 30, wherein during said 
UPN/URL data linking mode of operation, said symbolic links can be drawn 
graphically while /alpha-numeric representations on said symbolic links are 
created and stored/ in a UPN/URL data link table. 



3|4. The Internet-based information system of claim 30, wherein said OS- 
based UPN/URL /data linking functionality supports electronic data interchange 
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functionalities for transporting said^^ UPNAJRL data link table to a UPNAJRL 
database management subsystem.; 

35. The Internet-based inforrfiation system of claim 34, wherein during said 
UPNAJRL data linking mode / of operation, each content section in said Web- 
based document is assigned a Universal Product Number (UPN) which is 
symbolically linked to a particular content section in said corresponding Web- 
page located at a specifj^d URL. 

3}6. The Internet-based information system of claim 34, wherein said Web- 
based document also includes one or more advertising sections and said 
corresponding pri/nt-based document also includes one or more advertising 
sections, and whferein at least one of said content sections in said print-based 
document is assigned a Universal Product Number (UPN) which is symbolically 
linked to a/ particular content section on said corresponding Web-based 
document. 



3|7. The/ Internet-based information system of claim 36, wherein at least one 
of said advertising sections in said print-based document is assigned a UPN 
which is symbolically linked to a URL in at least one Web-based document 
^T>tt^li&tv-edi:::: mi~the — ^Inteii iiei^r=>> 



38. A retail-based systeijl for installation in retail store comprising: 

a subsystem of shelves for supporting one or more UPN-encoded 
products; and 

a plurality of Web-enabled bar code symbol driven kiosks mounted 
relative to said subsystem of shelves, for reading UPN-encoded symbols on said 
UPN-encoded prod^uc^ and automatically linking to a plurality of URLs 
pointing to one or more Web-based documents on the WWW linked to the read 
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UPN by the manufacturer off the product and/or agents thereof using a 
manufacturer-operated clieiy computer subsystem connected to the 
infrastructure of the Internet and having electronic data interchange 
capabilities. 

39. An Internet-enabled bar code driven consumer product information 

• / 

kiosk for deployment within a retail shopping environment, comprising: 

a computing platfornl having embodying e-mail messaging capabilities 
which enable consumers jio automatically save and link CPI-related Web 
documents as individual attachments to a preformatted e-mail envelope that 
is transmitted from said e-mail server, to a remote e-mail address specified by 



the consumer within said retail shopping environment. 



40. Internet-enabled bar code driven consumer product information kiosk of 
claim 39, wherein said ^preformatted e-mail envelope is addressed with the 
consumer/shopper's home, office or like e-mail address by either reading an e- 
mail address encoded within a bar code (or magnetic-stripe) structure or 
manually entering the same within the addressee field, and said e-mail 
envelope is transported to its destination by manual selection of a "send" 
button within the displayed e-mail envelope. 



4|l. Internet-enabljbd/ bar code driven consumer product information kiosks 
for deployment within^ retail shopping environment, comprising: 

r 

a computing platform having embodying e-mail messaging capabilities 

I 

which enable embodies e-mail messaging capabilities which enable consumers 

to automatically save and record the URLs of CPI-related Web documents 

/ 

within the message f^ield of a preformatted e-mail envelope that is transmitted 
from said e-mail server, to a remote e-mail address specified by the consumer 
within said retail shopping environment. 
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At, The Internet-enablefl bar code driven consumer product information kiosk 
of claim 43, wherein said preformatted e-mail envelope is addressed with the 
consumer/shopper's h^me, office or like e-mail address by either reading an e 
mail address en(y6)jlpd within a bar code (or magnetic-stripe) structure or 
manually enterin^^the same within the addressee field, and said e-mail 
envelope is transpjprted to its destination by manual selection of a "send" 
button within the/ displayed e-mail envelope. 
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